INDIA
castes have always been taught that military prowess
was no concern of those for whom custom had not
prescribed it.
Nevertheless, certain parts of the country and cer-
tain communities breed fine soldiers. Military tradi-
tions are very strong in many Indian States, where
there is a warlike aristocracy and a keen clan-spirit.
So far as British India is concerned, fighting men are
naturally more numerous in the north of India, where
successive invaders have settled, and where the mastery
of the country has so often Been decided. The result
is seen to-day in the fact that 77 per cent, of the Indian
Army come from the North-West Frontier Province,
the Punjab, and the United Provinces (62 per cent,
come from the Punjab alone), while all the rest of India
supplies only 23 per cent. Bengal, with a population
of 50 millions, scarcely provides any combatants.
There is thus a clear distinction between the martial
and non-martial races. The military classes do not
shine intellectually and are not examination-minded.
The Indian intellectual, on his side, has as a? rule no
taste for a military career. Muslims constitute about
one-third of the Indian troops; two-thirds are Hindus
and Sikhs. It is true that the British have been accused
of deepening the division between the martial and the
non-martial races by confining their recruiting to the
former; but for obvious reasons of economy the Army
can only afford to draw on the best available material.
It was noticeable that during the most critical stages
of the last war, when it can hardly be suggested that
recruiting was discouraged in any area, the Punjab
and the United Provinces produced three-quarters of
the total number of recruits.
The history of India shows that the division of the
total population into fighting and non-fighting peoples